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Two species of the genus Orientilla, namely, O. aureorubra (Sichel et
Radoszkowski, 1870) and O. schmideggeri Lelej, 2005 are newly reported

from different Indian states. O. aureorubra is newly reported from
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Telangana. O. schmideggeri is newly reported from West Bengal.

1.Introduction

Lelej (1979) erected the velvet ant
genus Orientilla based on the type
species Orientilla vietnamica Lelej, 1979.
This genus consists of 12 species
worldwide and all of it belongs to
Oriental region, of which 6 species are
from India (Lelej, 2005, Pagliano et al.,
2020, Terine et al., 2020). According to
the latest classification of Brothers and
Lelej (2017) genus Orientilla belongs to
the tribe Dasylabrini of the subfamily
Dasylabrinae. In this paper two
species, namely, O. aureorubra (Sichel
et Radoszkowski, 1870) and O.
schmideggeri Lelej, 2005 are studied. O.
aureorubra is so far recorded from
“Trincomali” of Sri Lanka (Sichel et
Radoszkowski, 1870) and “Bombay
Presidency” of India (Smith, 1879). In
the present study, this species is newly
reported  from  Telangana. O.
schmideggeri is so far recorded from
“Baijnath, Kangra Valley” by Nurse
(1904) as ‘Mutilla vesta” which is later

renamed as Orientilla schmideggeri by
Lelej (2005). In the present study, this
species is newly reported from West
Bengal.

2.Materials and Methods

This study is based on the specimens
available at Western Ghat Regional
centre, Zoological Survey of India,
Kozhikode (ZSIK) and Zoological
Survey of India, Kolkata (NZC). The
specimens are photographed using
Leica DFC500 Camera mounted on to
Leica stereo 205A microscope. The
photographs were post processed for
adjusting colour and brightness using
Photoshop Cs6 software.

3. Results & Discussion

Orientilla  aureorubra (Sichel et
Radoszkowski, 1870) (Figs 1-5)

Mutilla aureorubra Sichel et
Radoszkowski, 1870: 304, Syntypes
female, “Trincomali” (Naturhist. Mus.,
Vienna).
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FIGURES 1-5. Orientilla aureorubra (Sichel et Radoszkowski, 1870). ©. 1. Habitus, lateral view.
2. Head, frontal view 3. Head & Mesosoma 4. Metasoma 5. Last metasomal segments.
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Mutilla egregia de Saussure, 1867: 351,
Syntypes female, “Trincomali”
(Naturhist. Mus., Vienna).
Synonymized under aureorubra by
Cameron, 1892: 117.

Mutilla  placida Smith, 1879: 198,
Syntypes female, “Bombay
Presidency” (Nat. Hist. Mus., London).
Synonymized under egregia by Turner,
1911: 151.

Orientilla aureorubra; comb. n. by Lelej,
2005: 111.

Diagnosis: Head almost round, with
large deep punctures throughout. Eyes
bulging laterally. Mesosoma convex

dorsally, sub-hexagonal, being
extended laterally into a sharp
tubercle, deep big punctures on

mesosoma slightly greater in size than
that of head. Middle portion of
mesosoma slightly elevated.
Mesopleuron convex, with deep
punctures.  Metasoma  elongated,
longer  than  mesosoma.  First
metasomal tergite node like, petiolate.
Second tergite larger in size than all

other segments. Second tergite
dorsally striate to reticulate and
laterally with punctures.

Colouration and Setation: Head

reddish brown with scattered black
and yellowish golden erect hairs.
Antennae black except in scape and
pedicel pale reddish brown, antennae
clothed with sub erect dark yellowish
golden small hairs. Mesosoma reddish
brown in colour with erect black hairs.
First tergite clothed with thick erect
yellowish golden hairs. Second tergite
and third tergite with basal yellowish
golden fringe. Fourth tergite - Sixth
tergite with erect black hairs.

Material Examined: INDIA:
Telangana, Mahbubnagar district,
Amrabad Tiger Reserve, 1 female,
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19.ix.2018, Coll. S.S. Jadhav & Party,
ZSIK Regd. No. ZSI/WGRC/ILR.-INV.
15152.

Distribution: India: Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra, Telangana (new record);
Sri Lanka (de Saussure, 1867; Sichel et
Radoszkowski, 1870; Smith, 1879;
Lelej, 2005; Das & Girish Kumar, 2016).

Orientilla schmideggeri Lelej, 2005
(Figs 6-10)

Mutilla vesta Nurse, 1904: 24, Syntypes
female, “Baijnath, Kangra Valley”
(Nat. Hist. Mus., London).

Orientilla  schmideggeri; nom. n. by
Lelej, 2005.

Diagnosis: Head slightly wider than
mesosoma and round; eyes wide
apart, small and round; head and

metasoma coarsely punctured,
metasoma  longitudinally  striate;
metasoma  sub-hexagonal,  being
extended laterally into a sharp

tubercle, dorsally convex; metasoma
with the first segment constricted.
Colouration and Setation: Head,
antennae, legs, and metasoma black;
mesosoma brick red; head and
mesosoma sparsely clothed with sub
erect black hairs, metasoma with black
pubescence, a broad band of golden
pubescence on the apical margin of the
first, and a narrower one on the apical
margin of the second segment; golden
pubescence on the sides of the third
and fourth segments; tibiae and tarsi
with silvery pubescence.

Materials Examined: INDIA: West
Bengal, Howrah district, Panchpara, 2
female, 29.viii.1964, Coll. K.K. Rao &
Party, NZC Regd. Nos. 16201/H3 &
16202/H3; Howrah district,
Chunabhatti, 1 female, 30.vii.1964,
Coll. S. S. Ali & Party, NZC Regd. No.
24953 /H3.



Devagiri Journal of Science 6(7), 15-20

FIGURES 6-10. Orientilla schmideggeri Lelej, 2005 . Q. 6. Habitus, lateral view. 7. Head, frontal view
8. Mesosoma. 9. Metasoma. 10. Last metasomal segments.
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Distribution: India: West Bengal (new
record), Himachal Pradesh (Nurse,
1904; Lelej, 2005).

4. Conclusion

The members of the genus Orientilla
are rarely collecting velvet ants. Only 6
species are reported from India so far
and the published information on the
distribution of all these species are
very limited (Terine et al., 2020). In the
present study, O. aureorubra is newly
reported from Telangana and O.
schmideggeri is newly reported from
West Bengal.

5. Acknowledgements

The authors are grateful to Dr. Kailash
Chandra, Director, Zoological Survey
of India, Kolkata, and Dr. P.M.
Sureshan, Officer-in-Charge, Western
Ghat Regional Centre, Zoological
Survey of India, Kozhikode, for
providing facilities and support. The
tirst author thankfully acknowledges
CSIR for the financial support by
means of CSIR-JRF and authorities of
University of Calicut for
encouragements.

6. References

Brothers, D.J. and Lelej, A.S. (2017).
Phylogeny and higher
classification ~ of  Mutillidae
(Hymenoptera)  based  on
morphological reanalyses. ].
Hymenopt. Rese., 60: 1-97.

Cameron, P. (1892). Hymenoptera
Orientalis (!), or Contributions
to a knowledge of the
Hymenoptera of the Indian
Zoological Region. Part IV.
Memoirs and Proceedings of the
Manchester Literary and
Philosophical Society, 35: 97-137.

19

Devagiri Journal of Science 6(7), 15-20

Das, D. and Girish Kumar, P. (2016).
Velvet Ants (Hymenoptera:
Mutillidae) from Chhattisgarh,
India. Rec. zool. Surv. India, 116:
89-92.

Lelej, A.S. (1979). A new genus of
velvet ants (Hymenoptera,
Mutillidae) from south-east
Asia.  Zoologicheskiy ~ Zhurnal,
58(7): 1065-1067. (In Russian).

Lelej, A.S. (2005). Catalogue of the
Mutillidae (Hymenoptera) of the
Oriental Region. Vladivostok,
Dalnauka, 252 pp.

Nurse, C.G. (1904). New species of
Indian Hymenoptera. |. Bomb.
Nat. Hist. Societ., 16: 19-26.

Pagliano, G., Brothers, D.J., Cambra,
R., Lelej, A.S., Lo Cascio, P.,
Matteini Palmerini, M.,
Scaramozzino, P.L., Williams,
K.A. & Romano, M. (2020).
Checklist of names in Mutillidae
(Hymenoptera), with illustrations
of selected species. Bollettino del
Museo  Regionale di  Scienze
Naturali di Torino, 36 2: 5-425.

Saussure, H. de. (1867b). Mutillarum

Novarum  Species  Aliquot.
Annales de la Societe
Entomologique de France, Ser., 7:
351-364.

Sichel, J., Radoszkowski, O. (1869-
1870). Essai d'une monographie

des Mutilles de Il'ancien
continent. Horae Societatis
Entomologicae  Rossicae, 1869,

6(3): 139-172.

Smith, F. (1879). Descriptions of New
Species of Hymenoptera in the
collection of the  British
Museum. Taylor and Francis,
London., pp. 189-227.

Terine, J.B., Das, D., Girish Kumar, P.
(2020). A checklist of family



Devagiri Journal of Science 6(7), 15-20

Mutillidae Latreille, 1802 Turner, R.E. (1911). New
(Insecta: Hymenoptera) from Hymenoptera from Ceylon.
India. Mutillidae and Scoliidae. Spolia

Zeylanica, 7(27): 141-154.

20



